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Bill would let voters with disabilities sign with stamps

his way, voting will be
uneventful the next time
Lee Abramson casts his ballot.
The East Lansing man —
unable to hald a pen because of
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
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Seelking Input she believed Abramson should
be able to sign with a stamp,
Once Schor learned of He had, after all, taken the step
Abramson’s issue, he consulted to preserve his original signa-
with local clerks and state ture. Reducing that signature
elegtion officials about adding  to an “X” seemed like stealing
signature stamps to the law. somé of his dignity, she said.
. He said there werenocon- ©  McKenna pushed the issue
vificing argiiments thét signing . . with election officials and
a ballot with a signatute stamp ived permission to allow
invited fraud any morq than a ramson to use his stamp as
lja&qmade mark. Schonéaid. long as she or a deputy wit-
gotie have af thatsome-  nessed:it. Schor’s bill, if
one could steal a _ passed, would make such a
stamp and uge it withoyhgutho-  step unnecessary.
rization. l‘ilut most @ yhave 1 coulg;’tK be more o
a pens and can write af:* thrilled,” McKenna said. “I've
even more easily, he said, - offered to send a letter, testify
Schor cen found s — whatever it takes. I have a
patheticear in East ;- personal stake and I think we
sing City Clark Marig MgKen- . all should. We should not deny
na, whose first husband i 1. individuals the choice of how
with ALS bgfore his daat + they want to express their
While bount to follow signature.”

Thankful mom

Lee’s mother, Janet Abram-
son, on Tuesday emailed Schor
to thank him for introducing
the legislation, which she said
could help voters disabled by
blindness, paralysis, tremors,
accident or combat.

“It's an improvement over
the statement that a person can
‘make his mark’ ” Janet
Abramson said. “That implies
illiteracy, not physical disabil-
ity. That seems to make quite

. an assumption about a person’s

ability level.”

The Michigan Department
of State worked with Schor on
the bill and supports its pas-
sage, spokesman Fred Wood-
hams said in an email.

Call Mark Mayes at 377-1175 or
email mmayes@Ilaj.com.



